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They arrived here first, but they traveled
the farthest. Discover more about freshman
International Orientation. Page 2

Men’s soccer returns
from Ireland with
new appreciation for
the game.
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WELCOME

Taylor Student
Government

HOME!

What every freshman should
know about the student
government elections
Claire Hadley
Co-News Editor

As freshmen get involved in the many
groups on campus, one event vying
for their attention is the student government election.
Freshmen will have the opportunity to attend a meeting Thursday, Aug.
29, to hear about Inter-Class Council
(ICC) and Taylor Student Organization (TSO). ICC is Taylor’s student government, in charge of planning some
of the year’s biggest events.
Meetings will provide information
about the rules and expectations of
what it means to be part of TSO, as
well as how student government responsibilities relate to the LTC (Life
Together Covenant), according to
current Senior Class President Jason
Koh.
According to Koh, being a part of
the Inter Class Council has been a
positive experience.
“Being on the ICC has allowed me
to grow both spiritually and mentally,” Koh said. “It has challenged me to
think ‘outside the box’ and pushed
me to learn the true meaning of servant leadership in a student government context and in a Christian
environment.”

Men’s soccer makes bi-annual
Northern Ireland trip; season
opener on Saturday. Page 4

A rip-roaring time at
the annual hoedown!
Wondering what to do and what not
to do at the Hoedown Saturday? Turn
to A&E for the Echo’s tips. Page 2

“Toto, we’re not in
Kansas anymore!”

Worried about getting to class on time? We
have the solution! --Beat the clock. Page 3

WEB EXCLUSIVE
Don’t waste your cash! Learn the right
way to invest in college technology.
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O-Group leaders ready for the 460 incoming freshmen after a hard but fun week of preparation. From left to
right: Taylor Murray, Chris Yingling, Hannah Guske, RJ Leannah, Lucas Sweitzer, Djamina Esperance.

Taylor welcomes Class of 2017 and
families to freshman orientation
Claire Hadley

Taylor is a continuing tradition for same time, they don’t realize it until
some families, as 112 freshmen have they’re already doing everything,” said
parents or siblings who are alumni.
sophomore O-Group leader Taylor
Four freshmen are attending a Murray. “It’s like a distraction from
Erika Norton
university that matches their first this huge change in their life.”
Esperance described some of the
name, and three a university that
Co-News Editor
matches their middle name.
fun experiences she had with her
Although upperclassmen are slowly
At the beginning of Welcome O-Group last year. “One time, we
beginning to return to campus, the Weekend, all 460 freshmen are went to Starbucks and . . . we drove
majority of students moving in have divided into orientation groups around campus, which was really
yet to call Taylor home. Of the 1,678 (O-Groups) to help them get to know fun,” Esperance said. “Another time,
students currently living on campus, members of their own class and have we went to one of our leaders’ houses,
460 of them are freshmen. Also new leaders to help them transition into because she lived close by, and had
to campus are 53 students who have college life.
s’mores.”
Djamina Esperance, a sophomore
All fall sports teams, including
transferred from other universities.
As is normal for Taylor, women O-Group leader this year, had a great football, men and women’s soccer,
outnumber men, with 261 freshman experience with her O-Group her women’s volleyball and men and
females and 199 males. After adding
women’s tennis arrived early for
in all the upperclassmen, Taylor is
preseason work. The teams not only
home to 1,922 students.
practiced together, but bonded and
Breuninger Hall will give an
had an all-athlete worship session
additional 150 students a home this
Wednesday night.
year. Breu, as it has already been
Freshman Anna Miller and Meghan
Sulka arrived early, along with the
dubbed by students, is filled to
rest of the women’s soccer team,
capacity with a conglomeration of
for early camp. Both are excited to
upperclassmen and freshmen who
have to opportunity to create a dorm
worship more freely and make new
of brand new traditions and culture
friendships here at Taylor.
this year.
Sulka said she only knows the
Taylor’s tradition of diversity is
soccer team so far, but she’s eager to
continuing this year. Even though 35.8
meet more people.
percent of freshman are residents of freshman year. “We did things inside
“I’m excited about meeting new
Indiana, 35 states and 17 countries are of class but also outside of class, people . . . not just making new
also represented among the freshmen. and so that really helped with the friends, but knowing that they believe
The average SAT score for the transition for me,” Esperance said. “I in the same things that I do,” Sulka
freshman class is 1158 for both reading just really wanted to do the same for said. “More often than not, you’ll
and math, the same as last year. The the incoming freshman class.”
get to know people who also share a
average freshman’s ACT score is a 26
“I think (Welcome Weekend) is a love for God and have a faith in Jesus
composite score. Of the 460 freshman, really good transition point because Christ, and I think that’s really cool.”
128 students graduated high school we keep everyone busy so they realize
with a perfect 4.0 GPA.
everything is changing, but at the
Co-News Editor

128 freshmen
graduated
high school
with a perfect
4.0 GPA.
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Freshmen interested in running
for class president must email Koh
by 9 p.m. on Sept. 1 with a list of who
will be running in their cabinet. Each
group must have four people to fill
the positions of president, vice president, treasurer and secretary.
“When we move to elect them
( freshmen officers), we elect all four
of them,” Koh said. “Last year we had
four different groups run.”
Freshmen have until Sept. 4 to
collect 50 signatures from students
in their class who will acknowledge
their willingness to hear the candidates’ platform. If the candidates successfully collect the signatures, the
groups may begin campaigning at
midnight on Thursday, Sept. 5.
On Tuesday, Sept. 10, TSO will be
holding a “sofa and s’mores” event to
meet the freshman candidates.
“You get to know who they are so
they can campaign,” Koh said. “You
get to know them personally and
what they stand for, what their platform is.”
Candidates will need to provide
their own funds and resources to
campaign.
The election process begins early this year since TSO doesn’t want
Airband tryouts, happening Sept. 1718, to interfere with with freshmen
campaigns.
The election starts at midnight on
Sept.12, and runs until 11:59 that night.
Winners will be announced the next
morning.

1501 N. Cherry St. Hartford City, IN 47348 (765-348-1091) www.varietyunlimitedllc.com
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“You get to
know them
personally
and what
they stand
for, what
their
platform is.”

Bring Coupon for Discount

Lamps start
at $19.95.
Recieve 2nd
50% off.

3 pc. dining
tables. Starts
at $199.

Sofas starting at $199.
(Sept. 3-7)

15% off all
area rugs.
In-store items
only.(Sept. 3-7)

20% off bedroom furniture
and computer
desks.
(Sept. 3-7)

Matresses
starting at
$74.95.

Recliners
starting at
$249. (only
Sept. 3-7)
Join our VIP
text club.
(Text Variety
to 36000)
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BEAT THE CL CK!

An inside look into freshman International Orientation
Abigail Pollock

Angelina Burkholder

SWALLOW: 4 MINS, 20 SEC

Copy Editor

DO dress up. It’s more
fun when you’re in
Western costumes.

ditions is the face-painting, lip-syncing,

than Airband. Dorms, floors and wings

the end of fall semester is Silent Night.

choreographed-dance show that is Air-

don’t unite to put on a show, and no one

On the Friday before finals week,

band. This is a night when floors have

awards a winner. Instead, students form

students dress crazy and shuffle into

DON’T wear sandals. It
might seem like a good,
movie-style idea to meet
someone when your
shoe flies off and hits
him in the face, but it’s
not so great in reality.

the chance to show the whole school

their own bands to try out and perform

Odle Arena for a special basketball

DO wear loose clothing.

their creativity as they choreograph a

covers of modern songs. Students get to

game. A standing-room only crowd is

dance, build a set and design costumes

meet new people, showcase their musi-

silent until a Trojan scores the team’s

for the song of their choosing.

cal talents and have fun.

10th point. After that, everything erupts

Songs can range anywhere from “The

Last year, songs ranged from rap/rock

into madness with a huge eruption of

Circle of Life” to a mash-up of Justin Bie-

songs like the Beastie Boys’ “Sabotage”

sound. At the very end of the raucous

ber songs. But before teams make their

to Keane’s “Somewhere Only We Know.”

game, students sing “Silent Night” in

curtain call, they must audition for a

Last year’s crowd favorites were covers

spot onstage. Usually an average of 10

of “Titanium,” performed acoustically

Silent Night originated in the early

groups make it into the show. Last year

by senior Celeste Harris and sophomore

1990s but has exploded in popularity the

the winners were First West Wengatz,

Heather Luzader, and “Skyfall” per-

last two years. Well-known publications

performing “Space Jam.” The runner up

formed by Brittany Jacob (’13) with a

such as The Wall Street Journal and

was Second West Olson performing a

jazz band, complete with background

the Huffington Post have covered the

song from “Hercules.”

singers. International students Sangbin

game, and ESPN named it one of the best

Lee (’12) and sophomore Kyung Eun Ha

traditions in college sports.

is on Sept. 27 in Rediger Auditorium.

blissfully calm unison.

It’s more comfortable
to dance in.

DON’T be afraid to
look stupid. Everyone
is going to act silly
throughout the evening.
DO find other groups
to hang out with. This
weekend is about getting
to know other people.
DON’T be afraid of the
opposite gender. They’re
just as scared as you are.
DO dance with more than
one person. Variety is what
the hoedown is all about.
DON’Ttake it seriously.
This is a fun, get-to-knowyou dance, not a fancy ball.

Silent Night is now bigger than eyes

DO ask PAs for help.
They’re at the party to
help you pick a partner.

MyGen will be held Nov. 15 in Rediger

and it faces a new future. There’s a new

DO HAVE FUN.

from 8:15-10 p.m., with rehearsals on

coach, new horizons and new students

Nov. 14 from 6-12 p.m.

to cheer on the team.

performed “All About Us” by He is We.

IT’S A DANCE!
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the Trojans and celebrate
the Christmas season with
shouting and an overall
good time. Want to find out why you
should go and how to get involved in
all of these?
Please, read on.
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traditions for the fall semester: Airband, Silent Night and My Generation
Night. Airband and My Generation
(or MyGen) are performance events
that showcase choreographed performances and sheer musical talent.
Silent Night invites thousands to
pack Taylor’s Odle Arena to cheer on

EULER/NUSSBAUM: 1 MIN

DC

(FOR FALL 2013)

One of the last great traditions before

The tryouts are Sept. 17-18, and the show

S

freshmen never have to worry about. increase its efforts to bridge the gap
Many I.O. students have parents living between campus and parents living
overseas as foreign missionaries or overseas,” Pengelly said.
Parents often struggle with leaving
nationals, and experience a forced
independence that can be very lonely. their students to handle the transition
“It’s hard not to be able to call up alone, knowing they may not be
my parents whenever I need to talk available to help their children in an
to them,” Macharia said.
emergency or welcome them home
“You have to get creative with ways over school breaks. The I.O. staff goes
to let your friends and family know out of their way to ensure parents
you are thinking about them” George connect with the University and feel
added.
confident in the support networks
Supporting overseas families is a available for students.
significant aspect of the I.O. mission.
According to Pengelly, one of the
Parents of TCKs and internationals most fulfilling aspects of the program
are invited to accompany their is hearing from parents who come
students through orientation, and away encouraged by the student
are also involved in special sessions leadership, the Christ-centered
for prayer, sharing and Q-and-A worship and the caring support of
informational meetings. In addition, student and adult staff.
and new to I.O. this year, is the
“They tell us that to their families,
participation of Taylor’s Parent and the community at Taylor is a true
Alumni Association.
representation of the Church, and
“Sometimes parents have no there really is no higher praise than
interaction with Taylor between that,” Pengelly said.
orientation and graduation, and
the Parent and Alumni Association
believes that Taylor can work to

My Generation Night is less competitive

outs and shows for Airband this year.

IN

Taylor and the Upland area, and can
use their knowledge and past crosscultural experience to help other
freshmen who arrive during Welcome
Weekend.
“For . . . students coming from
overseas, as well as U.S. nationals, it is
important to remember to reach out
to others and initiate relationships
that are outside your comfort zone,”
Min said.
For freshman Kiran George,
who identifies home as “India
and a suitcase,” this process of
settling into a new environment
and building relationships blends
seamlessly into his history of
international communities and
frequent transitions. Even the most
experienced travelers, however, face
culture shock and homesickness.
Kenyan national freshman
Solomon Macharia shared that one
unique struggle of international
transition is the unique struggle
to remain connected with friends
and family across borders and time
zones—a difficulty many college

One of Taylor’s most entertaining tra-

Dates are already established for try-

3M

Airband

S:
AYERS: 2 MINS, 10 SEC

Above left to right: I.O. staff members Seth Brandle, Cory Chea, Melissa Bethel,
Jarrell Smith, Abby Mitchell, Jazmin Gomez. (Provided by Anila Karunakar)

Upperclassmen offer
wisdom and advice on
how to make the most out
of your freshman year.
Hannah Haney
L&T Co-Editor

RI

Freshmen will hear the stories. Stories
about Taylor students who practice

OR

A&E Co-Editor

LM

Erin Fuhr

for days to lip-sync and dance to
complex choreography. Students in
outlandish costumes who erupt at
a certain point scored during a ballgame. Students who belt out ballads and melodies from the past two
decades.
That’s because Taylor has three big

UE

David Seaman

M

READE: 1 MIN

TAYLOR’S BIGGEST EVENTS
A&E Co-Editor

Classes start in less than 90
hours, and your first day can set
the tone for the rest of the year.
A happy professor almost always

SA

Parents often struggle
with leaving their
students to handle
the transition alone,
knowing they may
not be available to
help their children
in an emergency or
welcome them home
over school breaks.

makes for a great semester, so
give yours a reason to be happy
by showing up to class on time.
Use the times and the paths on
the map below to ensure success
on your first day. Your professors
will love you for it.

L&T C0-Editor
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FRIDAY

Survival 101

MI

“I didn’t have my parents help the
way other students do, so coming
here on my own I needed all the help I
For many freshmen at Taylor could get with learning about cultural
University, the beginning of fall differences, how to live completely
semester is marked by the Hoedown, independently from my parents and
first chapel or even their first college all the technical details of student life
class. For some, however, their at Taylor,” Min said.
college experience begins well before
“To be welcomed by (the I.O.
Welcome Weekend.
staff ) who understood my culture
International students and and background, and what I was
Third Culture Kids (TCKs) come going through, was a huge support
from overseas to attend Taylor’s emotionally . . . and was one of the
International Orientation (I.O.) a biggest factors in helping me to adapt
week before most freshmen step onto to Taylor.”
campus. For these students, the days
The rest of Taylor’s community also
before Welcome Weekend may define has an essential role to play in the
much of their college experience, transition process.
providing invaluable resources and
support as they begin making Upland,
Indiana home.
Fifty-five freshmen attended this
year’s I.O., one of the largest groups
in recent history. Anila Karunakar,
Assistant Director of International
Orientation and Kelly Pengelly,
International Student Programs
Graduate Assistant, co-led I.O. with
a team of 15 student leaders and the
help of the Office of Intercultural
Programs and other on-campus
offices.
I.O. offers a balance of practical
assistance, personal relationship and
support, and the requisite orientation
games and team building exercises
that freshmen groan through at
the time and reminisce about later.
During the week-long program,
“You can welcome students into the
freshmen set up banking accounts,
walk through service and campus community by expressing interest in
employment fairs, sit in academic who they are, and being willing to
and cultural panels facilitated by listen even when you don’t directly
current students and enjoy an ethnic relate to the stories they share,”
dinner cooked by the orientation staff. Pengelly said.
Senior Esther Min has worked as
This advice goes both ways.
I.O. staff every year after coming to
Esther Min pointed out that by
Taylor as a Korean student who also the time classes begin, I.O. freshmen
may already feel comfortable with
grew up in Pakistan.
World/National Editor

Aug. 23, 2013

The days you have long
anticipated and dreaded are
finally here. Freshman year
can be intimidating, but
thankfully you aren’t alone.
Upperclassmen have plenty of
tips for how to make the best
of freshman year.

other people—classes, open
housing, random events—and
it’s great to have friends around
campus.”

STEPHEN WOLCOTT (SENIOR)
“Talk to the professors and get
to know them. They want to help
you learn and grow.”

ZACH REINER (JUNIOR)

“Learn how to say no! Every day,
every hour, every minute, there
are 1,342,519,348,570 things you
could be doing. But this does
not mean you have to say yes to
everything. Pace yourself. You
don’t want to wear yourself out
NAOMI GRABLOWSKI (SENIOR)
in the first year. Balance your
“Sleep is your friend. The time between work and play
people that say that, out of sleep, time--you don’t want too much
academics and social time, a of either.”
college student can only pick two,
NOAH CUTSHAW (SOPHOMORE)
are wrong. I am a night owl, and
I hate missing out on fun. But
“Really try to get in groups of
weeks of sleep deprivation will three to four to study for tests.
make you grouchy and miserable. Also, be ready to work hard.”
Don’t overbook. Work ahead, get
ZACHARY CRANE (JUNIOR)
good grades, make a ton of crazy
college memories AND sleep!”
“My advice is to not get too
lost in the hype of excitement
VERONICA TOTH (SOPHOMORE)
and make sure you take care
“Take time to listen to yourself. of managing your academics.
Taylor is extremely community- Coming to Taylor is great!
oriented, and it’s easy to hold Staying at Taylor is better! And
back your opinions or your trust me, if done properly, there
question because no one else will still be plenty of time to enjoy
is asking them . . . but ask them. the ride!”
Talk. . . . Think deeper. Disagree.
DAVID NEEL (SOPHOMORE)
It will not throw off the balance
of ‘intentional community,’ it will
“Don’t spend too much time
reinforce it.”
on technology. Get to know the
people around you instead. Get
BETH HICKS (SENIOR)
involved, but don’t overcommit.”
“Try to get to know people on
other wings and floors. There
are lots of opportunities to meet

The Breakfast Club
Hanson Reed
Opinions Editor

Grass is generally greener in areas
with more rainfall. More rainfall
could imply more cloud cover. Cloudy
weather can be a key factor in certain
types of depression.
What I’m saying is that things aren’t
always as they first appear.
In the weeks and months ahead,
you will hear the term “intentional
community” more times than will
seem possible. If the concept has
not been fully explained to you, rest
assured that it will be. In fact, why
don’t you go ask someone—right
now. I’ll wait.
Curiosity satisfied? Great. Now prepare to hear that same speech ad infinitum (or at the very least, until you
graduate). In fact, it won’t be long until you are the one giving it. There is a
very good reason for this. It isn’t exactly a secret that one of the biggest
things we have going for us at Taylor is our sense of community, and it
makes sense that people like to talk
about it. The life you will develop with
those on your wing or floor is the true
manifestation of what we mean when
we say “intentional community.”
The same can be said for

relationships within other defined
groups on campus. But here is the
cold truth: Outside of these pre-defined groups, the students of Taylor,
myself included, are not living up to

have to avoid falling into the same
bad habits as those who have come
before you. If you can manage that,
you will not only be a positive influence on the upperclassmen, but you

found, as I did, a map of the Dining
Commons, complete with labels indicating which tables were occupied
by which dorms. I remember feeling
this was a bit strange, but didn’t give

YOU DON’T KNOW
ANYONE, AND THIS IS
YOUR BIGGEST ASSET.
the ideal we claim to value. In fact, it will serve as an example for all those
who will come after you.
often seems we aren’t even trying
I am addressing this article to the
The issue is not a lack of commufreshman class with a very specific nity. The grass really is quite green.
purpose in mind. I hope to help you The issue is how that sense of comsee how the reality of Taylor differs munity is applied and distributed.
from the idealized picture we tend to Before arriving on campus freshmen
paint, and do it as soon as possible. year, I received a magazine with all
Knowledge is power. The earlier you kinds of articles about living at Tayare made aware, the more power you lor. Perhaps you did too. Perhaps you

it much thought. I never imagined
how religiously people would stick
to their “assigned” tables, especially
after so much talk about intentional
community. There are some hodgepodge tables, but sit down with people you don’t know from a different
dorm, and you tend to get looked at
like a leper (mild exaggeration). It
isn’t that the people aren’t friendly.
It’s that you are an outsider.
The truth is that if one of them sat
down at your table, you would look
the same way at them.
I have a problem with this—a big
one. I like talking to people I don’t
know. I like sitting down with a group
of strangers and having a good time.
For some reason, we have created an
environment where this is not viewed
as acceptable. Every day, I see a large
number of people who don’t even look
familiar. The same is true for students
who have been here longer than me.
How can we have community without even recognizing each other? This
isn’t a big campus. If there was even a
modest increase in general community (as opposed to community within a
wing or floor, what I will call “specific
community”), then pretty soon there
wouldn’t be any real strangers, or at
least far fewer.
I use the Dining Commons as my
example because it serves as an

excellent representation of campus
as a whole, but the attitude I have described is not unique to it. The same
is true with chapel seating and most
large-scale activities on campus. But
there is one big exception: the annual
freshman Hoedown. This event happens before you freshmen have begun
to view yourselves as part of any particular group, and I still remember it
as some of the most fun I have had at
Taylor. Yet it doesn’t take long for the
separation to begin, and you won’t
even realize it at first.
This is why I feel it is so important to inform you—not just to warn
you, but to encourage you. There is
no reason that you must conform
to the precedents laid down by your
older classmates. This is your home
now. Taylor tends to be a confederation of intentional communities, and
not always a unit of one intentional
community. I don’t think this is what
anyone intended, and I don’t think
this is what anyone wants, but it is
the world you are entering.
So change it.
You have a golden opportunity as
you enter college. Everything I said
before about feeling out of place at
the wrong table doesn’t apply to you
yet. You don’t know anyone, and this
is your biggest asset. Upperclassmen
like myself want to meet and talk with
freshmen. I understand that it is easiest to get to know those on your floor/
wing/team first, and to sit with them
at every meal, but I issue you a challenge: Pick one meal a day to sit at a
table with new people. The cycle of
self-segregation is perpetuated because freshmen do not realize it is
happening, at least not until their
social circles have begun to solidify.
Once this has happened, breaking the
mold becomes very difficult.
I don’t mean to discourage you
from bonding with your floor/wing/
team. These relationships are incredibly important. But remember that
as an incoming class, you are unique
from everyone else at Taylor. Do not
settle for what Taylor is. Make it what
it should be.
All it takes is breakfast with
a stranger.

TROJAN NATION
TheEchoNews.com

Men’s soccer
kicks off
tomorrow
after
Northern
Ireland trip

Y

Schedule

9/7 Anderson (H) 7:00 p.m.
9/14 Saint Ambrose (A) 2:00 p.m.
9/21 Lane (H) 1:00 p.m.
9/28 William Penn (H) 1:00 p.m.
10/12 Concordia (H) 1:00 p.m.
10/19 Robert Morris (A) 1:00 p.m.
10/26 Siena Heights (H) 1:00 p.m.
11/2 Marian (A) 1:00 p.m.
11/9 Saint Francis (H) 1:00 p.m.
11/16 Saint Francis, IL. (A) 2:00 p.m.

“It’s interesting to
see the different
style or language
of soccer played.
Different cultures
just have a
different way
of playing.”

Above: The Trojans held four practices and played four games on their eight-day trip.
Below: The men’s soccer team spends their day off hiking in Northern Ireland.
(Photographs provided by the Taylor men’s soccer team)

—
 David Maldonado

come face to face with the gospel in
another culture and we come face to
face with who we are as individuals
and as a team,” Ross said.
The self-proclaimed TUFC (Taylor
University Football Club) bring in a
handful of new faces after graduating five seniors last season. Defense
said goodbye to a strong contributor, Eric Salley, and a starter, David
Pfeifer. Midfielders Joel Ritz and Kris
Schonewill departed as well. Jordan
Grant finished up his playing days a
Trojan but will be on the sidelines for
this year’s campaign as an assistant
coach.
2013’s roster is loaded with seven
seniors and a host of juniors playing
crucial roles.
The back line boasts a plethora of
experienced seniors in Ryan Beachler,
Kevin Miller and Matt Poland. Each
recorded more than 1,000 minutes of
playing time in 2013, totalling 12 to

14 full games’ worth of action apiece.
Donning a new jersey for 2013 (No. 4)
and a new position on defense, Maldonado also played over 1,000 minutes
last season. Also on the back line is
sophomore Josh Urban, who recorded
the most minutes played of any Trojan last season with 1,429--nearly 16
full games worth.
A quintet of juniors will lead the
push up front and on the wings for
the Trojans. Team captains and juniors Devin Moore and Tim Daniels return to the pitch for their third
season in the midfield alongside junior Tim Miller. The pair of international speedsters in Danny Cawley
and Giovanny Guthro return to the
wings, where Cawley led the Trojans

last season with nine goals and eight
assists.
This year, the Trojans booked a
tough non-conference schedule that
includes matches with No. 13 Hastings, No. 15 Ashford and Wheaton
College.
“I am really excited about the season,” Ross said. “We have purposefully scheduled for ourselves a difficult
schedule out of conference to prepare us for our conference play. . . .
Our team is united and believes in
one another and I am excited to see
what this season has in store.”
The Trojans begin regular season
play tomorrow on the road against
Marygrove College at 3 p.m.

Football reaches end of two-a-days
Jeff Yoder @Jyode8
Sports Editor

The Taylor football team is used to
playing their annual Wagon Wheel
game with Anderson at the end of the
first week of classes, but this year’s
schedule puts the season opener a
week later than usual.
With an extra week of preseason
preparation, the Taylor football team
was able to spread out their practices more. They held only one week of

two-a-days compared to the usual
two weeks.
“Guys have worked hard during
the summer and it has carried over
into these two-a-day practices,” said
head coach Ron Korfmacher.
The starting lineup in 2013 might
not differ much from last year’s first
string, with the exception of the offensive backfield and a few other
positions. On offense, the Trojans
graduated quarterback Nick Freeman, running back Taylor Johnson
and lead receiver Darvon Blackmon.
One important loss at defense was
the departure of linebacker Bryan

Onuselogu, who was second in tackles with 72. Other key losses in the
defensive backfield included Brett
Currens and Adam Middlesworth.
Middlesworth was the team’s third
leading tackler with 54, while Currens recorded 37.
Key returnees for the Trojans include junior leading rusher Jake
Fidler, senior wideout Chris Stutzman and senior linebacker Isaac McGaughey. Fidler led Taylor with 504
rushing yards in 2012 and an average of 4.1 yards per carry. Stutzman
hauled in 31 passes for 362 yards last
season. McGaughey was a defensive

specialist leading the team in tackles (91), sacks (4.5) and interceptions
(4).
The Trojans also return dominant
senior pass rusher Cody Schwerin
who only had 18 tackles in 2012 but
led the Trojans with 5.5 sacks and 7.5
tackles for loss.
The Trojans will have to wait an
extra week until this season opener
with Anderson on Saturday, Sept. 7 at
7 p.m. at home.

Freshmen fill up Trojan roster
Women’s soccer hosts two
games on Welcome Weekend
Jeff Yoder @Jyode8
Sports Editor

The women’s soccer team is ready to
test their preseason training as they
take the field for the season opener
tonight against Madonna University
at 4 p.m.
Head coach Scott Stan and the
Trojans are presenting a team that is
nearly half freshmen. After graduating
10 seniors in 2012, the team has added
nine first-timers to its 20-player
roster. Last year’s squad went 13-5-1
on the season but waved goodbye to
a host of starters like Kim Cleary and
Cara Johnson.
“We really look different as our
team is down from 24 players
to 20 players and nine of those
players are freshmen,” Stan said.
“Nonetheless, we look very talented
and highly motivated.”
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ou may think being a
FISPer (student in the
Freshman Ireland Studies Program) would be
cool because you get to
travel to Ireland . . . one time. Try telling that to a men’s soccer player.
Head coach Gary Ross’ squad made
its preseason trip to Northern Ireland
on Aug. 10-18 for the fifth time since
2005.
“It’s a long-term plan on our part
to take our players every other summer to Dundrum in County Down. . .
.” Ross said. “Using sport as a way to
share Christ is something I am passionate about and it’s something that
I believe has proven to be impactful
for our program in many ways.”
The men take the trip every other August to increase team bonding
while using their gifts and talents in
sports ministry on the field and at a
local youth house. They were able to
compete with some Northern Irish
teams like Linfield FC, one of the
top clubs in Northern Ireland. The
Trojans played a mixture of youth
squad members and first teamers
from Linfield.
“it’s interesting to see the different
style or language of soccer played,”
said senior defender David Maldonado. “Different cultures just have a
different way of playing.”
Ross emphasized that the trip was
impactful for both his players and the
people they came into contact with in
Northern Ireland.
“The most beneficial part is that we
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The freshman additions for the 2013
campaign include two goalkeepers,
Anna Miller and Claire LaValley; three
defenders in Meghan Sulka, Fayth
Glock and Brienna Kruit and three
midfielders in Rebekah Pack, Shelbi
Lowe and Katie Wierenga. Shannon
Jacobsen rounds out the newcomers
as the lone freshman forward.
The seven field players hail from
the Midwest (specifically Indiana
and Illinois). Miller and LaValley are
from Pennsylvania and Colorado,
respectively.
The Trojans expect to start five
underclassmen in Friday’s opener.
Sophomore Courtney Selle will get
the nod at center mid, and a quartet
of freshmen including Wierenga,
Glock, Lowe and Jacobsen will also
start.
“With only 20 players, each player
will play a key role in our success,”
Stan said. “Different players will step
up from game to game to fill very
important roles based on who we are
playing against.”
Even with many new faces, some
important members of the team
will be back. This includes juniors
Amanda Roden, Dani Goecke and
experienced keeper Kristiana Griffith.
Senior Anna Mercaldo will provide

leadership in the midfield, and a
pair of senior roadblocks in Christi
Dithrich and Stephanie Kerstan seal
up the back line.
The women’s roster may seem
slotted for a rebuilding year, but
don’t count them out yet. The best
statistical news for the Trojans in 2013
is that they return two of their top
three goal scorers from last season in
senior Molly Drooger and sophomore
Madison Thompson.
Drooger played for the Charlotte
Eagles, a Division III professional
team, this summer. At Taylor last
season, she netted a team-high 14
goals and broke the Taylor women’s
all-time scoring record.
“Molly will probably go back to
Charlotte again next summer after
graduation,” Stan said. “From there we
hope to see her playing professionally
in Europe.”
To get the most out of the new
team, Stan and his coaching staff
maintain the same approach that has
led them to a .594 winning percentage
over the past three seasons.
“The faces may change, but the
expectations do not,” Stan said. “We
will train smart and hard to try to
achieve the same level of success or
even better each year.”

The Trojans will host Madonna
University today at 4 p.m. and Asbury
College tomorrow at 4 p.m.

Volleyball
Schedule

8/23 Grand View Tourney TBD
8/30 Taylor Tourney (H) TBD
9/4 Grace (A) 7:00 p.m.
9/6 Indiana Wesleyan (A) 6:00 p.m.
9/7 Marian (H) 1:00 p.m.
9/11 Huntington (H) 6:00 p.m.
9/13 Saint Francis (A) 7:00 p.m.
9/14 Spring Arbor (A) 2:00 p.m.
9/18 Bethel (H) 6:00 p.m.
9/20 Goshen (H) 7:00 p.m.
9/21 Mount Vernon Nazarene (A) 3:00 p.m.
10/1 Indiana-East (A) 7:00 p.m.
10/4 Indiana Wesleyan (H) 7:00 p.m.
10/5 Marian (A) 7:00 p.m.
10/9 Grace (H) 7:00 p.m.
10/11 Saint Francis (H) 7:00 p.m.
10/12 Spring Arbor (H) 4:00 p.m.
10/16 Huntington (A) 7:00 p.m.
10/18 Goshen (A) 7:00 p.m.
10/19 Mount Vernon Nazarene (H) 1:00 p.m.
10/23 Bethel (A) 7:00 p.m.
11/2 Campbellsville (A) 4:00 p.m.

Men’s Soccer
Schedule

8/24 Marygrove (A) 3:00 p.m.
8/30 Augustana 2:00 p.m.
8/31 Wheaton (A) 7:00 p.m.
9/6 Ashford (A) 5:00 p.m.
9/7 Hastings (A) 4:30 p.m.
9/11 Indiana Tech (H) 4:00 p.m.
9/14 Madonna (H) 4:00 p.m.
9/18 Michigan-Dearborn (H) 8:00 p.m.
9/20 Marian (A) 7:30 p.m.
9/25 Bethel (H) 7:00 p.m.
9/28 Mount Vernon Nazarene (H) 7:00 p.m.
10/1 Spring Arbor (A) 7:00 p.m.
10/5 Saint Francis (A) 4:00 p.m.
10/9 Grace (A) 4:00 p.m.
10/12 Huntington (H) 7:00 p.m.
10/15 Indiana Wesleyan (A) 7:00 p.m.
10/19 Goshen (H) 7:00 p.m.

Women’s Soccer
Schedule

8/23 Madonna (H) 4:00 p.m.
8/24 Asbury (H) 4:00 p.m.
8/30 Cleary (A) 7:00 p.m.
8/31 Cornerstone (A) 7:00 p.m.
9/4 Trinity Christian (A) 4:00 p.m.
9/7 Aquinas (A) 2:00 p.m.
9/11 Brescia (A) 7:00 p.m.
9/14 Calumet (H) 7:00 p.m.
9/21 Huntington (H) 7:00 p.m.
9/24 Grace (A) 4:00 p.m.
9/28 Saint Francis (A) 7:00 p.m.
10/2 Marian (H) 7:00 p.m.
10/5 Spring Arbor (A) 7:00 p.m.
10/8 Indiana Wesleyan (H) 7:00 p.m.
10/12 Goshen (A) 7:00 p.m.
10/16 Bethel (H) 7:00 p.m.
10/19 Mount Vernon Nazarene (H) 4:00 p.m.

Tennis
Schedule

8/24 Marian Doubles Tourney (A) 9:00 a.m.
8/27 Marian (A) 1:00 p.m.
8/29 W Goshen (A) 4:00 p.m.
8/31 Spring Arbor (A) 11:00 a.m.
9/3 Huntington (H) 4:00 p.m.
9/5 M Goshen (H) 4:00 p.m.
9/7 M Anderson 9:00 a.m.
9/7 Saint Francis (A) 2:00 p.m.
9/10 M Grace (A) 4:00 p.m.
9/10 W Grace (H) 4:00 p.m.
9/18 M Indiana Wesleyan (A) 4:00 p.m.
9/18 W Indiana Wesleyan (H) 4:00 p.m.
9/21 Indiana Tech (H) 9:00 a.m.
9/21 Bethel (H) 2:00 p.m.
9/24 Northwestern Ohio (A) 3:00 p.m.
9/28 Cornerstone (H) 9:00 a.m.
9/28 Trine (H) 2:00 p.m.

Cross Country
Schedule

9/6 Olivet Nazarene Invite 5:00 p.m.
9/21 Cedarville Invite 9:00 a.m.
10/5 M Louisville Classic TBD
10/11 M Bethel Invite 5:45 p.m.
10/12 W Pre-Nationals 11:00 a.m.
10/26 Great Lakes Invite 11:00 a.m.
11/9 Crossroads League Champ. 11:00 a.m.

11/23 NAIA Nationals 11:00 a.m.

Senior Molly Drooger netted a
team-high 14 goals in 2012.
(Photo by Timothy P. Riethmiller)

